John Drysdale
Died 25th August 1917

Death: 25th August 1917 ~ France
John Drysdale Regimental No: S/17792
John Drysdale was 20 years of age when he fell whilst serving with the   2nd Bn Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders.    He had enrolled in Stirling and was the son of Mrs. Jane Arm Drysdale, of 51, Long Row, Menstrie, Clackmannanshire.   John’s brother Joseph had died on the 25th July 1916.   John died on 24th August 1917 on the Western European Theatre and was killed in action.[image: http://www.mycollectors.co.uk/StockPhotos/badges/Cap-Badges/argyle-suth-highlanders-lge.jpg]
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The 1901 census shows John was born in Menstrie, Clackmananshire about 1897.   His father was a yeastman and the family lived at 9 Long Roe, Menstrie.   John’s siblings were Frances Cunningham Drysdale aged 10 years; Robert Stewart Drysdale aged 7 years and Joseph Young Drysdale aged 5 years.   Robert Stewart Drysdale died on 7th August 1962 at the ripe old age of 68 years.

[bookmark: _GoBack]John’s death is recorded on the Nieuport Memorial.

Historical Information
Nieuport Memorial 

Nieuport Memorial commemorates 566 Commonwealth officers and men who were killed in Allied operations on the Belgian coast during the First World War and have no known grave. Twenty of those commemorated served with the Royal Naval Division and were killed or mortally wounded during the siege of Antwerp in October 1914. Almost all of the remainder fell in heavy fighting in the region of Nieuport in the summer of 1917. The memorial is constructed of Euville limestone and stands eight metres high. It was designed by William Bryce Binnie, an Imperial War Graves Commission architect who served with the Royal Highland Regiment during the war and was twice decorated for bravery. The lions standing at each point of the triangular platform were designed by Charles Sergeant Jagger, a celebrated British sculptor and decorated veteran of the Western Front. The memorial was officially unveiled by Sir George Macdonogh in July 1928. 

British Operations on the Belgian Coast 
Armies of the German Empire invaded Belgium on 4 August 1914. Within three weeks the fortified cities of Liege and Namur were in German hands and the Belgian forces had retreated to Antwerp, which was well defended and ringed by a series of forts. To begin with, the German First Army under General von Kluck bypassed the city and moved south-west toward the Franco-Belgian border. Yet on September 28, after weeks of heavy fighting in northern France, German artillery batteries began to shell the outer forts from the south-east. The accuracy of the German long-range guns had a devastating effect on the defences of the outer forts, and by the beginning of October the German infantry was slowly closing in on the city. 

Fearing that the fall of Antwerp would expose the channel ports and leave Britain vulnerable to attack, the British deployed the newly formed Royal Naval Division to assist their Belgian allies in defending the city. The first British reinforcements, a brigade of Royal Marines, arrived at Antwerp on 4 October and relieved the 21st Belgian Regiment. On the following day the German forces crossed the river Nethe at Lier, 20 kilometres south of Antwerp. Two more British naval brigades arrived at Antwerp early on 6 October, yet while their arrival lifted the morale of the soldiers and civilians in the city, they could do little to alter the strategic position of the Belgian garrison, which was now critical. On the night of 6 October, the Belgian fortress troops under General Paris retired to the inner forts on the outskirts of the city, and over the course of the next day the German forces crossed the river Scheldt and began to shell the streets and houses of Antwerp. By 8 October, the Belgian Field Army had evacuated the city, which was now defended by mixed units of Belgian and British troops. The first German troops entered the city, following heavy shelling, on 9 October and the siege was at an end. 

British units did not return to this sector of the Western Front until June 1917, when the 32nd Division relieved French troops stationed at Nieuport in preparation for planned Allied landings on German-held territory along the Belgian coast. German marines launched a pre-emptive attack against the British forces on the river Yser in July and the landings, codenamed ‘Operation Hush’, never took place. Over 260 men commemorated on the Nieuport Memorial were killed or mortally wounded during heavy fighting with units of the German Marine-Korps Flandern on July 10 1917. [image: Casualty Record Detail]
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